15

CHAPTER II
FACTORS  IN  THE  LOCALIZATION
OF   COTTON   TEXTILE   INDUSTRY
Centuries ago when Western Europe, the birth place of
modern capitalism, had little industrial production to boast of,
India was famous for the high artistic skill of her craftsmen,
Her cotton manufactures were in universal demand not only
jn the Eastern markets from Cairo to Pekin1 but were equally
eagerly sought for in the European markets. Indian calicoes
were so popular in England in the eighteenth century that in
vain did Manchester attempt to compete with them on fair
free trade principles, and their entry into the English market
had to be stopped by legislation. The exports to these over-
seas markets consisted of more than two hundred varieties of
cotton textiles, the manufacture of which was scattered
throughout the xvhole of India. Although a fairly large num-
ber of varieties of these cotton fabrics were manufactured in
most of the regions, different provinces specialized in the pro-
duction of certain well-known varieties of cloth, The first
place among piece-goods was given to Dacca muslins of Bengal
known as Ab~i-rawan (running water), Baft~i-hawa (woven
air) and Shab-i-nam (evening dew).2 Southern India special-
ized in plain and printed cloth to such an extent that Calicut
gave its name to calicoes and the chintzes of Masulipatam
acquired a world-wide celebrity.3 Burhanpur in the Central
Province was noted for gold-wrought cotton tissues which
seemed like woven sunshine4 and Baftas, which, besides
taffatis, comboy, and other types of cloth, provided cargoes to
the ships leaving the ports of Surat and Cambay, came mostly
from Ahmedabad, Baroda, Broach, Navasari and other towns
of Gujerat.
The Indian cotton textile industry, responsible for the pro-
duction of these fine fabrics, was organized on a handicraft
basis as was also the case with the contemporary industries of
England and Europe. But certain inventions, at this stage,
,1 Birdwood: Industrial Arts of India, 1880, p. 276,
2 Ibid., p. 259.           3 Ibid., pp. 256-57.             4 Ibid., p. 250.